PRESENTATION ON EXPLORATION

COLONIZATION & ASSIMILATION

Presented by: Ally Hill, Brenda Schonnop, Russ Davis and Terri Swain

· During the 15 & 1600's many European countries aggressively sought wealth and power.

· FALLACY:  European explorers such as Columbus, Cabot, & Cartier claimed ownership over land & First Nations people, even though Aboriginal people had lived there since time began. Usually the Native people who had lived on these lands were not consulted or considered for anything. 

· Mercantilism was an economic theory that called for a country to accumulate wealth in gold & silver by developing colonies as sources of raw materials & markets for finished goods.

· FALLACY:  Contributions of First Nations people were crucial to European exploration & the fur trade.  First Nations people acted as guides & interpreters.  They shared their knowledge about trapping, snowshoeing, and canoeing.  Food, shelter, & clothing were provided to the Europeans along with survival skills.  The FALLACY here is that in exchange the Europeans offered goods such as metal tools, firearms, and cooking utensils.  TRUTH:  The First Nations people already had tools for hunting & cooking, firearms for hunting & getting their clothing and even medicines, foods and spices.  The strategy in this issue is the use of making the Natives believe that they are receiving something better than what they already have in order to get the essentials that they need.  This is also the wrong assumption on the Europeans part because to this present day they are still making wrong assumption on our part.  Making assumptions before they have the facts.  

In 1730 the British signed their first peace & friendship treaty with the First Nations.  VAGUENESS: More information could have been researched to state what the Peace & Friendship Treaty was. There was no other info in the text that explained exactly was this treaty entailed. The British used STRAW PEOPLE to persuade the First Nations to sign the Treaty.  

 In 1670, The Hudson's Bay Company, an English fur-trading company, obtained exclusive trading rights in Rupert's Land.  This applies to the FALSE APPEAL OF POPULARITY.  First Nation traders were the go-betweener's with nations that came to trade.  They traded furs for British goods.  Ask the class, “What were the British goods the First Nations received?”  The book was pretty VAGUE at this point.

THE FUR TRADE & NATIVE PEOPLES

Before the Europeans came to North America, the Huron people had managed to trade efficiently amongst the various tribes.  Champlain & later other Frenchmen established alliances with the Huron to become part of this long established trade.  FALSE DICHOTOMY:  The Iroquois tribes & the Huron had few disputes with each other before the arrival of Europeans & fur trade.  Competition & alliances with different European powers strained relations between the two groups & made them enemies.  This is the false dichotomy, where they start to divide the First Nations people & their culture.  Champlain allied with the Herons to invade the territory of their Iroquois enemies, a political alliance was formed.  The French & Huron sided together against the English Dutch & Iroquois.

THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION OF 1763

The intent of this was to make the people of Quebec British through assimilation.  Definition:  the process through which one culture is absorbed into another.

The British laws were to be enforced & the Aboriginal people were strongly encouraged to adopt British customs, religion & English language.  This proclamation created a large “Indian Territory” (Indian Reserve) by limiting the boundaries of Quebec & the British colonies along the coast. The aim of the Quebec Act of 1774 was to strengthen the British Empire & was enlarged to include more rich fur-producing areas.  By 1775, the Thirteen Colonies rebelled against Great Britain & became the United States of America.

However, we are still over-coming the on-going struggle to retain our identity & rights to be Onkwehonwe.

ENRICHMENT

How would you improve your selection?


-have more information on the agreements/treaties stated


-have more research on topics, more knowledge on what they are


 implementing into the book


-define the issue & explain why it is important


-make sure the oral & visual communication is clear & accurate & does


 Not distort the information


- have First Nation input

Suggested Alternative Resources:


CANADA REVISITED
· a good resource because of the pros/cons that we covered from the

· previous book

· more biased opinions & information

· Text we used:  Canada Revisited 8

·                         Confederation, The Development of Western Canada

·                         A Changing Society

     - By, Arnold, Clark, Westerlund

·        ISBN# 0-919913-49-0

·        Copyright@2000 Arnold Publishing Ltd.

·      Canada Revisited

·      A Social & Political History of Canada to 1911

·      Clark/McKay

·      ISBN# 0-919913-32-6

·      Copyright@1992 Arnold Publishing Ltd.    

